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This mid-century gem in Ann Arbor Hills was originally designed by local 

modernist architect and UM professor George Brigham. It was built in 

1950 for Professor Leslie White, a well-known anthropologist, and his wife 

Mary. Over the past 75 years, the house has seen many updates, including 

a facelift of the front by famous architect Robert Metcalf. The interior has 

been kept in great shape and even earned a 2024 Preservation Award from 

the city of Ann Arbor.

One area that really needed an update was the kitchen. The main goal was 

to make the layout more functional with better storage and workspace, all 

while respecting the house’s historic feel and making it fit for today — no 

easy task.

We expanded the kitchen into a nearby breakfast nook adding a full-height 

pantry, beverage station, appliance garage, plenty of storage, a modern 

range, and a big peninsula with a large kitchen sink. The design balances 

respecting the home’s historic details by integrating some of the existing 

features, while updating certain elements to add practicality and bring the 

space into the 21st century.

ABOUT CENTER DESIGN + BUILD
Center Design + Build is a design-focused build company. 

Our mission is to craft beautiful and thoughtful spaces that 

impact how people live and function in them. Follow us on 

Instagram: @centerdesignbuild
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From Geddes, turn onto Hill Street. 
Turn left onto Avon Rd. The home is 
on the left side. 
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